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The Paper and Paperboard Packaging Environmental Council (PPEC) is the trusted voice
for the Canadian paper packaging industry on environmental issues. PPEC is  proud to
represent over 90% of the Canadian paper packaging industry.

For the last 30 years, PPEC has represented the paper packaging industry on Canadian
environmental issues, and its members include paper packaging mills and converters
operating across Canada who manufacture the three major paper packaging grades:
containerboard, boxboard, and Kraft paper.

ABOUT US



WRAPPING UP 2023 
Dear PPEC Member and Stakeholder, 

On behalf of the Paper and Paperboard Packaging Environmental Council (PPEC), thank
you for your ongoing support and membership with our association. 

The 2023 Year in Review provides you with an overview of our actions and successes over
the course of the past year. With your support, we have continued to promote and advance
the environmental success story of the Canadian paper packaging industry. 

This year, packaging and its environmental impacts continued to gain increased attention.
As an industry, we are proud of paper packaging’s circular economy, and are committed to
sharing it with industry, government, media, and the public.

In 2024, we will continue to expand our communications, engage media and the public,  
further put forward our positions and our solutions to government, and keep the paper
packaging industry informed on key environmental issues. 

Thank you for your support, and we look forward to continuing our work as the
environmental voice for the Canadian paper-based packaging industry. If you have any
questions or suggestions, please don’t hesitate to contact me at rkagan@ppec-paper.com.

Sincerely,

 

Rachel Kagan
Executive Director 
PPEC 
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Yukon: PPEC participated in the
government’s stakeholder session and
provided written feedback on developing a
regulated extended producer responsibility
(EPR) approach to managing waste and
recyclables.
Northwest Territories: PPEC prepared a
submission in response to the consultation
on the proposed amendments to its Waste
Reduction and Recovery Act. Proposed
changes to implement new waste
management approaches include enabling
EPR for the future development of a
packaging and paper recycling program. 
Newfoundland and Labrador: PPEC
participated in consultations on the
development of an EPR program for
packaging and paper products in
Newfoundland and Labrador. 
Saskatchewan: PPEC participated in
stakeholder informational sessions on
Saskatchewan Household Packaging and
Paper Regulations, which transitions the
existing residential blue box system to full
EPR.

ADVOCACY: A STRONG
INDUSTRY VOICE 
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This year, PPEC advocated and represented our members to the government on a wide
range of issues including: 

Federal: 
PPEC submitted a response to the Environment and Climate Change Canada
survey on paper recycling in Canada, which examined the barriers and opportunities
on domestic paper collection and recycling. 
PPEC responded to the Proposed Regulatory Framework on Methane Emissions.
PPEC was invited to participate in a National Multi-Stakeholder Working Group on
Post Consumer Fibre (PCF) as part of the Government of Canada's work on
reducing GHG emissions from landfill. 



 46
eblasts delivered with a 37%
open rate and a 5% click thru

rate 

438
followers on

LinkedIn: up 32% 
in 2023

Telling Our Industry’s Story 

159
followers on

Twitter:  up 14%
 in 2023

12
blogs examining timely and topical issues from 

across the industry, including: 

What PPEC will be Watching in 2023  
Circular Economy of a Recyclable Pizza Box
Where is Canada’s Guidance on Environmental
Claims?
The Facts About Sustainable Forestry
Are we putting the cart before the horse when it
comes to EPR in the IC&I sector?
Paper-based Packaging Leads the Way for
Ontario’s Household Blue Box Program
Banning Paper Bags is Not the Solution 
Pitting Packaging Materials Against Each Other
Misses the Bigger Picture 
Celebrating National Forest Week
What Reducing Plastics Means for the
Canadian Paper Packaging Industry
Celebrating Circular Economy Month
Revisiting Paper Packaging’s Circular Economy
as Court Rules on Plastics Ban 05

NEARLY  

WEBSITE
USERS 

15K
VIEWING  

 

WEBSITE
PAGES 

34K

Source: Canadian Packaging Source: Recycling Product News Source: Canadian Pizza Source: Pulp & Paper Canada

Source: Paper Advance Source: Canadian Packaging Source: Board Converting News Source: Waste & Recycling Magazine

Through its communication channels, PPEC works to correct misinformation about the Canadian
paper packaging industry, as well as provide news, insights, and analysis on industry issues
including recycling and extended producer responsibility, sustainable forest management,
environmental claims and greenwashing, the circular economy, and climate change.

https://www.canadianpackaging.com/features/responsible-approach/
https://www.canadianpackaging.com/features/responsible-approach/
https://www.recyclingproductnews.com/article/40700/average-recycled-content-of-canadian-made-paper-packaging-is-more-than-80-percent
https://www.canadianpizzamag.com/the-circular-economy-of-a-recyclable-pizza-box-ppec/
https://www.pulpandpapercanada.com/ppec-study-over-80-recycled-content-in-canadian-paper-packaging/
https://www.paperadvance.com/blogs/ppec/what-ppec-will-be-watching-in-2023.html
https://www.canadianpackaging.com/general/rachel-kagan-executive-director-of-paper-paperboard-packaging-environmental-council-ppec-explains-the-evolving-landscape-across-canada-for-extended-producer-responsibility-epr-programs-at-the-175241/
https://online.flippingbook.com/view/318480017/36/
https://www.wasterecyclingmag.ca/blog/paper-based-packaging-leads-the-way-for-ontarios-household-blue-box-program/


In August 2023, PPEC announced the results of the
2022 Recycled Content Survey.   

Every two years, PPEC releases its Recycled
Content survey. This survey shows the success of
the paper packaging circular economy and continues
to confirm that the feedstock used for the production
of boxboard and containerboard made in Canada is
primarily recycled content fibres. 

The 2022 results show that the average recycled
content of domestic shipments for the top two major
packaging grades was 80.2%. The average recycled
content for domestic shipments of boxboard was
86.2%, while the average recycled content for
domestic shipments of containerboard was 81%.  
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“The paper packaging industry is an extremely successful
example of how the circular economy can function. As a
circular economy, the paper packaging industry mostly uses
recycled materials to provide innovative and environmentally
sustainable packaging solutions for Canadians.”

PPEC profiled the paper packaging industry’s circular economy
with an article in the Media Planet special circular economy
insert that was distributed in the National Post. 

NEW PPEC RECYCLING RESEARCH 

PPEC Participates in National
Circular Economy Campaign

Source: Media Planet

https://ppec-paper.com/recycledcontent
https://www.innovatingcanada.ca/circular-economy/
https://www.innovatingcanada.ca/circular-economy/


PPEC launched an updated website with a
more modern and enhanced look and
functionality with refreshed content. 

CONNECTING WITH INDUSTRY 
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Rachel Kagan, Executive Director, PPEC provided an
update on EPR at the AICC Canada Spring Members
Event. 

This year, the PPEC team undertook tours with member companies to gain more insight on the
industry's circular economy and see first-hand the industry’s environmental commitmpents. 

On September 27, the Canadian Corrugated and
Containerboard Association (CCCA) and PPEC held a
joint Golf Tournament. With perfect weather and a
stunning golf course, a great day was had by all. Thank
you to the golf participants and sponsors who made this
event a success.

This year, PPEC continued to work to engage and connect the paper paper packaging industry.



ppec@ppec-paper.com
www.ppec-paper.com

@ppec_paper

Paper & Paperboard Packaging Environmental
Council (PPEC)


