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CONFIDENTIAL (for PPEC Members only) 

What does Blue Box recycling cost in Ontario? 

Here’s some interesting info on what it actually costs to collect and process certain Blue Box materials in 
Ontario. These are provincial net costs (after revenues are deducted) for 2014, ranked in descending 
order: 

Most expensive (over $2,000 Canadian per metric tonne) 

Plastic Film                                             $2,481.95 
Plastic Laminants                                  $2,467.76 
 
Over $1,000 per tonne: 

Polystyrene                                           $1,626.85 
Other Plastics                                       $1,202.29 
Gable Top Cartons                               $1,097.92 
Paper Laminants                                   $1,080.20 
Aseptic Containers                              $1,003.35 

Between $500 and $1,000 per tonne: 

Plastic (PET) Bottles    $982.39 
Plastic (HDPE) Bottles   $766.32 
 

Less than $500 a tonne: 

Old Corrugated Containers  $389.64 
Old Boxboard    $227.11 
Clear Glass Bottles   $127.84 
Other Printed Paper   $126.60 
Old Telephone Books   $125.70 
Coloured Glass Bottles    $120.08 
Old Newspapers   $116.92 
Old Magazines, Catalogues   $116.92 
Steel Food and Beverage Cans  $110.27 
Steel Aerosols    $110.27 
Steel Paint Cans     $110.27 
Aluminum Food and Beverage Cans  ($258.46) 
Other Aluminum Packaging  ($258.46)    
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N.B. 

1. The net cost of plastics packaging overall was $1,148.14 a tonne, more than three times the net 
cost of paper packaging overall ($374.20 a tonne). 

2. Corrugated’s net cost was higher than boxboard’s largely because it is bulkier (requires more 
handling). Also depends on how municipalities collect paper fibre (single stream or multi-
stream). 

3. While aluminum is the only material to return a positive net cost (the three-year rolling average 
revenue for a tonne of aluminum was $1,390.40), it represented less than 2% of Blue Box 
material generated. And only 42% of it was recovered (a missed revenue opportunity that is 
frequently used as an argument for deposit/refund schemes on beverage containers). 

Source: PPEC Analysis of Stewardship Ontario data (2014) for Ontario’s Blue Box.  

 

This is a confidential report for PPEC members only.  Please do not share with non-members. 

If you know of someone who might be interested in becoming a member, please forward their 
contact details to us and we will chase them down. 

All current members are listed on the Our Members page of our website. 
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