
CONFIDENTIAL (for PPEC Members only) 

1. Look for a new Ontario waste policy announcement in June

The Ontario Ministry of Environment and Climate Change (MOECC) has begun the consultation process 
that will lead to a waste policy framework and new waste management legislation later this year. While 
nothing is official at this point, it seems clear that the focus will be on medium term big wins like getting 
organics out of landfill. Food scraps are a major component of the waste stream and a major producer 
of greenhouse gases. But it’s also clear that producers of packaging and printed paper (brandowners and 
retailers) will be targeted with paying 100% of the costs of recycling. Currently Ontario stewards pay 
50% of the Blue Box program’s net cost. Whether the stewards will have 100% control (as in BC) is an 
entirely different story. There may be what’s called a functional split (with municipalities focussed on 
collection and the stewards on processing and marketing). There are also indications that disposal bans 
may be introduced. 

PPEC had a meeting with the ministry’s senior policy advisor on this very subject recently, to update him 
on the council’s “No good box should go to the dump” campaign. We briefed him on our study 
conclusions: that banning old corrugated from landfill would reduce methane and carbon dioxide 
emissions, mitigate a looming provincial landfill crisis (80% will be full in just 15 years), and create 
between 200 and 300 jobs. Besides that, we would like the fibre. 

2. Our “Blue Box” blogs creating a lot of interest

PPEC’s series of blogs on various aspects of Ontario’s Blue Box have generated a lot of interest and 
comment from policy makers and stewards. The first blog was on what’s actually in Ontario households. 
This was followed by what’s being recovered through the Blue Box and what’s left in the trash. Blogs to 
come will be on how the volume of material (as opposed to its weight) impacts the cost of recycling, 
how the current funding formula does not reflect current cost realities, and the implications on the Blue 
Box of the increasing number of energy-from-waste plants. 

3. October 28: Save the date now!

PPEC’s seminar and 25th Anniversary Celebration Dinner on October 28 in Mississauga is booked, the 
program is being developed, old PPECers discovered, sponsors courted. We will shortly be sending out 
fuller details on the program itself with registration forms. In the meantime, please ensure that you do 
nothing else on October 28. We want you there to enjoy the party! 
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