Please get the word and “Recyclable” logo on your packaging!
We have good news! Corrugated, boxboard, and now kraft paper bags (this is new) can all legally print
the word “Recyclable” on the packaging that circulates in Canada.
Many member companies were already doing this based on a previous (2009) study that PPEC did on
Canadians’ access to recycling. Please advise your customers that we have updated this information and
now have independent, third-party research to back up our claims (nationally, provincially, and even by
municipality!)
For the record, the national access rates for corrugated and kraft paper are now 96 per cent. For
boxboard it is 94 per cent. The environmental labelling guidelines put out by the Competitions Bureau
specify that if the access rate is above 50% in the area where the packaging ends up, you can use the
word “Recyclable” without qualification. Clearly, we are way above that, and now we have the
independent proof to back it up.
Please encourage your customers to use the word “Recyclable” and logo to promote a key part of the
industry’s environmental messaging. If your customers have any questions about the study, tell them to
contact us. We will gladly share it with them. We are also posting it on the Members Only page of the
PPEC website www.ppec-paper.com so that you can study it in detail.
How do you display Recyclable?
There are various choices. You can go with the simple word RECYCLABLE and/or use it together with any
one of the “chasing arrows” or Mobius Loop logos shown below:
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If it is a corrugated box, you might also want to add the Corrugated Recycles logo.

Recyclable and Recycled Content
You can also incorporate an average recycled content claim into the same logo. You need to place the
percentage number inside the arrows or in close proximity to the logo. It would also be useful to specify
that the claim relates to the paper packaging and not to other packaging that might be on the product,
or the product itself. For example:

This paper packaging is made from x% recycled content and is recyclable.

N.B. PPEC’s research only covers corrugated, boxboard and kraft paper, as defined by the study authors.
We do not have the specific research for waxed corrugated, paper cups (for cold or hot beverages), wax
paper, fibre coffee sleeves or “other” paper packaging.
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